
George IV Old Sheffield Plate plateau
Unknown Maker

£5,500
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REF: 7757 

Height: 85 mm (3.35") 

Width: 610 mm (24.02") 

Depth:  440 mm (17.32") 

Description

Superb quality, early 19th century, Old Sheffield Plate plateau with original mirror surface and resting on
four, finely detailed scroll and shell pattern supports. The applied openwork border incorporates a lovely
decoration of overlapping scrolls foliage and blossoms and makes a striking centrepiece for the dining
table. The plateau rests on four, finely detailed scroll and shell pattern supports and is also fitted with a
wooden back, set on wheels for ease of movement on the table.

The name Old Sheffield Plate can only properly be attributed to one particular kind of silver plate. Old
Sheffield Plate was made in a fusion process in the late 18th and early 19th century, before the invention of
electroplating that we are familiar with today.

With the rise of the merchant class in 18th century Britain, the demand for an affordable substitute for silver
increased. In the 1740s, cutler Thomas Boulsover invented the first reliable and economic method of silver
plating where copper and sterling silver were fused together and then rolled out into a sheet and used to
create pieces using the same techniques that were used with sterling silver. Given that Old Sheffield Plate
was made as a substitute for sterling silver, the shapes and styles were almost identical to the sterling
pieces of the same period.
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