LANGFORDS

Antique & Contemporary Silver

Pair antique silver tapersticks Sold
Thomas Bradbury & Sons
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REF: 5013

Height: 120 mm (4.72")
Width: 62 mm (2.44")
Weight: 286 g

Description

A fine pair of late Victorian silver tapersticks, cast in sterling silver. This George Il style of candlestick has a
shaped square base with gadroon borders and fluted detail to the base and knopped stem.

Occasionally referred to as taper candlesticks, silver tapersticks are miniature candlesticks designed
specifically for holding thinner, tapered candles and would have been a familiar household accessory during
the 1700s. Primarily they were used as a means of melting wax to seal letters. When melted, the wax
would be impressed with an intaglio carved with initials or a crest. Unsurprisingly, silver tapersticks were
multifunctional also serving as chambersticks, a means to ignite other candles and light smoking pipes.

In a wide variety of designs, early examples had square, circular, hexagonal or octagonal bases and simple
waisted sockets, but as mid-18th century fashions changed fluting, gadrooning and chased rococo
decoration featured heavily.

Like most silverware, the value of silver tapersticks is determined by the level of craftsmanship and skill
required to produce them. Figural tapersticks are desirable if they are of particular novelty value or are
unusual in their subject matter, and pairs of tapersticks will retain much higher values.
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